
Marian F. Monta
July 15, 2020

Professor Marian F. Monta, age 88, of Edinburg died on July 15, 2020
peacefully at her home. A Virginia native, she lived in Edinburg since 1971. 
Professor Monta was the area head of theatre-TV-film in the Communication
Department at The University of Texas Pan American. She came to the
university in 1971. For many years she served as Chair of the Communication
Department. 
Retired in May of 2007, she was awarded the title of Professor Emeritus by
The University of Texas System Board of Regents. She continued to serve the
department in a variety of voluntary capacities after her retirement. 
She received Bachelor's and Master's degrees from Fordham University, and
her Ph.D. from Cornell University, where she was the first woman in her field
to get a Ph.D. 
Professor Monta directed over 150 plays of all types and served actively on
many national organizations concerned with the arts. She was a theatre
panelist for the Texas Commission on the Arts and a grant reader for the
National Endowment for the Humanities. She served as President of the
Southwest Theatre Association. 
She lectured around the world and had been invited to lecture on every
continent. 
In 1989, and again in 1996, she received the Outstanding Faculty Award from
the University, and in 1990, she received the Alumni Association Distinguished
Faculty Award. 



Professor Monta was selected in 1994 to be a member of the College of
Fellows, the lifetime achievement award of the Southwest Theatre
Association. In 1999, she was the first recipient of the Southwest Theatre
Association's Outstanding College-University Theatre Teacher award. In 2001,
she was given the Shining Star Award by the Zonta Club of Hidalgo County in
recognition of her efforts in the area of education. She was also listed in
Who's Who. 
An active supporter of the University, she was a member of the President's
Club, the University of Texas Chancellor's Council and, in 1998, received the
UTPA Foundation Founder's Day Medal. 
Her areas of research interest included musical theatre and Spanish Golden
Age theatre. She was one of the first professors in the country who taught a
number of classes that combined theatre and television production. She also
taught arts management, speech for stage and screen and dramatic literature
classes. In 2008, she published a textbook Directing for Stage and Screen,
co-authored with Dr. Jack R. Stanley. 
Marian is survived by her daughter Susan Smith and son in law Michael
Padgett of McAllen; two brothers William Monta, a native of Hampton Virginia,
and Thomas Monta of McAllen; and brother in law Carl Monk of New Jersey.
She was preceded in death by her parents and her sister Helen Monk of New
Jersey. She is also survived by a number of cousins in Virginia. 
A celebration of her life will be announced at a later date when we can gather
together responsibly. In lieu of flowers, donations to the Marian F. Monta
Endowed Theater Scholarship at the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley,
EITT-1.210, 1201 W. University Dr. Edinburg TX 78539 would be appreciated.
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Nathaniel Barbosa - July 25, 2020 at 12:02 AM

Ms. Monta always brightened the environment when she would visit
the Subaru service department. I had the pleasure to enjoy multiple
conversations with her. After sharing her passing with my staff we
could recall her humor regarding her vehicle which she had named
for its "bossy" alerts. I am grateful to have met such a humble and
entertaining woman. 
On behalf of the Subaru service department we send our deepest
condolences. 

 She will forever remain part of our Subaru family.

Steve C. - July 22, 2020 at 03:03 PM
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Steve C. - July 23, 2020 at 11:33 AM

The UTPA company in front of the Scott Theater in Ft. Worth, Texas at
the Southwest Regional American College Theater Festival...Mid-
1980's.

EILEEN J MATTSSON-BOZE - July 22, 2020 at 12:56 PM

I was a student in one of Ms. Monta's classes. I specifically recall
one class when she talked about the movie "The Lion in Winter"
with Katherine Hepburn and Peter O'Toole. I remember having
watched the movie and all the yelling and screaming that went on
between the two characters. Ms. Monta taught about all the love in
that movie. I thought she was crazy, but when home and watched
the movie again. She certainly opened my eyes, and I've looked at
things differently ever since. Thank you Ms. Monta!

Kreidler Funeral Home, Inc. - July 21, 2020 at 10:31 AM

1 file added to the album Memories Album


