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Joy Estelle Culpepper Welch, 93, died Monday, January 3, 2022, after a short
illness. 

 Mrs. Welch was born August 24, 1928, to Lela and Matthew Culpepper in
Stockdale, Texas. She graduated from Southwest Texas State Teacher’s
College in San Marcos, Texas (1952). Joy came to the Valley as a bride in
1953 and settled in Pharr with her husband, Malcolm, where she taught
school for 32 years until she retired in 1984. 

 Joy was a faithful member of the Pharr Church of Christ and taught Bible
classes for many years. She was a member of Delta Kappa Gamma, La
Rivista Book Review Club, Friends of the Pharr Library, Pan American Round
Table, Retired Teachers Association, and M&M’s Club. Joy also volunteered at
the McAllen International Museum, McAllen Medical Hospital, and the Pharr
Library. 

 Mrs. Welch was preceded in death by husband Malcolm Welch, and sons
James Bennett (Benny) Welch and Wade Welch. She is survived by
daughters Rosanne (Kent) Shuttlesworth of Jacksonville, Texas and Jere
Welch of Abilene, Texas; daughter-in-law Mary Welch of San Antonio, Texas;
grandchildren Autumn Shuttlesworth of Jacksonville, Texas, Jason (Carrie)
Shuttlesworth of Longview, Texas, Laura Anne Welch of Abilene, Texas, Trey
(Cristi) Welch of San Antonio, Texas, and Tyler (Catherine) Welch of Terrell,
Texas; and five great grandchildren. 

 Visitation and funeral will take place at the Pharr Church of Christ on



Saturday, January 15th, with visitation from 10-11 A.M. and the funeral
immediately following at 11 A.M. Burial will follow at Valley Memorial Gardens
at 1 P.M. Pallbearers will be her son-in-law Kent Shuttlesworth; grandsons
Jason Shuttlesworth, Trey Welch, and Tyler Welch; great grandson Camden
Welch; and nephews Brent Thornton, John Thornton, and Ted Thornton. 

 Memorial contributions can be made to Sunny Glen Children’s Home, 2385 W.
Expressway 83, San Benito, Texas 78586. 

 Funeral arrangements are under the direction of Kreidler Funeral Home of
McAllen.



Cemetery Details

Valley Memorial Gardens

3605 N Taylor Rd
Mission, TX 78501

Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 15. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Church of Christ
625 E Sam Houston Blvd,
Pharr, TX 78577

Funeral Service

JAN 15. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Church of Christ
625 E Sam Houston Blvd,
Pharr, TX 78577
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October 08, 2023 at 09:43 PM
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November 29, 2022 at 06:40 AM

Joy E. Welch

Lisa D Gonzalez - January 14, 2022 at 10:47 AM

Rosanne, Jere and Family. I am praying for
you all. God holds you all in his loving arms. I
still see your moms loving smile and laughter.
Her, your dad and you have been a big part of
my life and memories. From Work, Church
Camp, and best of all personnel times together at the Welch’s
house, the Henry’s house, to Holiday parties. All good times. Bless
you and big Hugs to you all. Lisa D (Henry)Gonzalez.


