Joseph LaMantia Jr.

June 14, 2021

On Monday, June 14, 2021, Joseph LaMantia Jr., loving husband, father,
grandfather, and great grandfather passed away at the age of 88.

Joe was born to Joseph and Verna LaMantia Sr. Joe was a first-generation
American, with deep roots in South Texas and began his successful
agriculture career in Carrizo Springs in the 1950s. In 1965, the Rio Grande
Valley became home for the LaMantia family and headquarters for the growing
business ventures of which Joe oversaw. In 1977, Joe diversified his business
interests when he ventured into the beer distribution industry as a wholesaler
of Anheuser-Busch products. That was the beginning of the family-owned and
operated business of L&F Distributors. Many speculated that it was cheaper
for Joe to buy the distributorship than to keep buying his children’s beer. The
company began in 1977 in McAllen, Texas with 11 employees. Today, L&F
Distributors has grown to employ 1,091 individuals, with 7 locations serving 53
counties in Texas.

A champion of educational opportunity, Joe established one of the first
scholarships for women athletes at the University of Texas-Pan American, the
Ann LaMantia Outstanding Woman Athlete Scholarship. The scholarship was
named in honor of his wife of 30 years, Ann LaMantia, who passed away in
1983.

Under Joe’s leadership, L&F Distributors formed a partnership with the
Hispanic Scholarship Fund in 1994 and raised over $5 million and awarded
over 2,600 scholarships in eight years to the students in south Texas.



In 2002, upon joining forces with his family and respected business leaders
from the community, Joe established Stars Scholarship Fund, which awards
scholarships to students from south and west Texas. This initiative was
prompted by the conviction that an educated citizen is essential to the growth
and future success of South Texas. As Chairman and Founder of Stars
Scholarship Fund, Joe oversaw the disbursement of over $35.1 million in
scholarships, to assist over 17,074 students in the community.

Joe participated in numerous other civic organizations including the Rio
Grande Cancer Treatment Research Foundation, the American Heart
Association, the Rio Grande Council Boy Scouts of America, the South Texas
Communities for Youth Service, Lion’s Club, and the Special Olympics. In
1974, Joe was appointed by Governor Dolph Briscoe to the Board of the
Texas Department of Corrections where he served for 15 years.

Joe’s many accolades include being named Border Texas of the Year,
Distinguished Citizen by the Rio Grande Council Boys Scout of America, the
President of Excellence Award Citizen of the Year by the University of Texas
Health Science Center at San Antonio’s Regional Academic Health Center
Medical Education Division. The University of Texas-Pan American awarded
him their Bridge Builder Award in 2006 and the Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce awarded him the Golden Eagle Award. Washington’s Birthday
Celebration Association honored him as Mr. South Texas. Joe received an
Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters Degree from Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi and a Life Service Award from the National Beer Wholesalers
Association.

Family was the core of life, joy, and success for Joe LaMantia, Jr. Joe had a
passion for history, hunting, and ranching. He was known for his quick wit, no
non-sense approach to life, and caring spirit.

He is survived by his loving wife of thirty-six years Derrelene, his five children,
Val (Guy), Joe, Il (Marilyn), Greg (Laurie), Steve (Linda), Tony (Jennifer), and
two stepchildren Jennifer and Lori (Felix), plus numerous adoring
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.



He is preceded in death by (parents) Joseph and Verna LaMantia, (wife) Ann
LaMantia (sisters) Marie, Ann, Shirley, Verna, and Joan. Maria LaMantia, Phil
LaMantia, and Grant Peisen.

Viewing & Visitation will be held Thursday, June 17, 2021, from 5pm — 7pm at
Kreidler Funeral Home (314 N 10th St. McAllen, TX 78501). A Celebration of
Life will be held on Friday, June 18, 2021, from 11:30am to 1:30pm at McAllen
Country Club (615 Wichita Ave, McAllen, TX 78503).

In lieu of flowers, the family prefers donations to be made in Joe’s honor to
Stars Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 3068, McAllen, Texas 78502-3068.

A special thank you to Rick Fernandez Healthcare LLC., Jerry, Jose.
Domingo, Ayhan, Josh, Megan & Jessica.
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Tribute Wall

Joseph LaMantia Jr.

October 08, 2023 at 09:43 PM

Joseph LaMantia Jr.

November 29, 2022 at 06:40 AM

Hi to all the kids of Joe that | grew up with. | am so sorry for your
loss. He was a very sweet and kind man to me and a complete
gentleman. Love and prayers to Val, Steve, Joe, Greg and Tony.
Charlotte Love Cross

Charlotte Ann Cross - June 18, 2021 at 12:06 PM

My deepest sympathy to the entire LaMantia family in the loss of
this great man. | met Joe many years ago when he and Tony started
the Stars Events in Corpus Christi. He told the story of his education
and how he had worked to make like better for his family and
others. He was going to make sure that everyone that wanted a
education, had the opportunity to have one. So inspiring. He was
very kind, but firm. | enjoyed seeing him at all our STARS events in
Corpus Christi and missed him when he was unable to attend. | had
the most respect for him and for the wonderful family he raised.
They are all exceptional. He has left a wonderful legacy of good
deeds. We know that God welcomed him with open arms.

Gloria Hicks

GLORIA HICKS - June 17, 2021 at 12:08 PM



Sending my love and prayers to the family!

Joe was a unique individual with clear ideas of how to impact the
world around him. Had the pleasure of working with him at the
inception of STARS and previous HSF fundraising activities. Had
the honor of being his friend, for which I’'m grateful!

Rest In Peace Joe!

Job well done my friend!

Paco Bendana - June 16, 2021 at 10:25 PM

To the LaMantia Family,

Please accept my deepest condolences on the loss of Joseph. You
all will be in my thoughts and prayers. God Bless all you all.

Company "D" - Laredo
Texas Ranger, EJ Salinas

EJ Salinas, Texas Ranger - June 16, 2021 at 09:47 PM
My sincere and deepest condolences, prayers and love to all the
LaMantia families.
| treasure and cherish fond memories of this great man who lead by
Inspiration, respect

and warmth. Rest in Peace Joe.

God Bless you, Val, Steve, Joe Ill, Greg and Tony.

Hugs, Yvonne Benavidez - Morales and Family

Yvonne Morales - June 16, 2021 at 06:11 PM



My sincere condolences to the family of Mr. Lamantia Jr. | had the
pleasure of meeting him at a concert of Vicente Fernandez & Ana
Gabriel many years ago in the valley. | had so much fun that night.
He was a very nice and always smiling gentleman. Thank you for
allowing me to work for L&F distributors and to be part of the family.
May perpetual light shine upon him always. RIP Joseph Jr.

Office manger, Brenda Valverde Perez Beeville location

Brenda Valverde Perez - June 16, 2021 at 11:17 AM

Joe was a wonderful man who always had a smile and kiss for his
friends. Rest in peace Joe and God Bless you. Prayers to my dear
Friend and loving wife of Joe, Derrelene and all of his family.
Love,Linda Kay Coats-Robinson.

Li da Kay Coats-Robinson - June 16, 2021 at 09:42 AM

My greatest moments with Joe Jr were our L&F Christmas parties.
You made so much fun and we all enjoyed your hospitality. First
ones were at your home and then to bigger Venus as your family
and employees grew. RIP Joe Jr. My hero.

Josie Moreno - June 15, 2021 at 08:49 PM
Deepest condolences and prayers for the LaMantia family.
Joe, Jr. will be missed by all the folks who had the pleasure of
knowing him.
Deepest sympathy for Greg, Steve, Val, Joe Il and Tony.

MONICA MEJIA & FAMILY

Monica Mejia - June 15, 2021 at 07:29 PM



