Jerry Lynn Leadbetter

April 23, 2021

The clock of life is wound but once,
And no man has the power

To tell just when the hands will stop,
At late or early hour.

Now is the only time you own;

Live, love, toil with a will

Place no faith in 'tomorrow",

For the clock may then be still.

Jerry Lynn Leadbetter's clock went still on April 23 at the age of 81 after a
seven month battle with pancreatic cancer. He was born in Donna, TX March,
26 1940 to Bill & Rita Leadbetter. He attended schools in Donna and upon
graduation, entered the University of Texas at Austin. After graduating with a
bachelor's degree in business administration, Jerry entered the US Army and
served two years in Kaiserslautern, Germany as a transportation officer.
Following his service, he remained in the reserves and retired as a Captain.
After his military service, he returned to the Valley and began a career in
banking at Mission State Bank and at McAllen State Bank.

In the summer of 1965 he met, through a mutual friend, Tonii McDaniel. Tonii
and Jerry became such good friends that she began setting him up with her
girlfriends. None of them worked out and they realized they preferred each



other's company. When asked by her friends what was "going on" between
them, Tonii said "l don't know, but if he asked me to marry him, I'd say ' YES™.
Jerry did so that year on New Year's Eve and they were married the following
June of 1966. Their family became complete in 1971 when their son Jared
was born.

In 1976, the family decided to design and build a home. Jerry had so much
fun with the undertaking, the seed was planted to change careers.
Encouraged by his good friend and builder, Dick Moore, Jerry "retired" from
McAllen State Bank and began his building business as Picasso Homes.
Over the years, he partnered with other builders to develop and construct
homes i n such neighborhoods as The Village, The Village North, Country
Place and The Links. In recent years, Jerry remodeled older homes in
McAllen, returning them to their former glory. Homebuilding was a true calling
for him and he never looked back.

During his building career as Jerry Leadbetter Builder, he served as President
of the Hidalgo County Builders Association and on various committees and
statewide boards for the Texas Builders Association. He also served on the
planning and zoning committee for the city of McAllen and on the board for
Habitat for Humanity.

Jerry was also very active in First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
McAllen. He served on the board under various capacities including Elder,
Secretary and Chairman. He was also instrumental in the construction of

the new church facility completed in 2016. He continued, until recent months,
with overseeing the landscaping and maintenance of the church grounds.
Jerry is survived by his wife Tonii; his son Jared and wife Chris;
granddaughter Victoria Gerdes; nieces Kay Northcutt (Terri), Dee Dawson
(Ron) and Amanda Wiltsie; nephew Adam Wiltzie; and sister-in-law Jennifer
Wiltsie.

Jerry never forgot a name or a face. When he wasn't working hard, he loved
playing hard as well. He was one of the longest standing members of the
Pocos Locos theatrical society and dearly loved taking part in many plays and



parties. He was also a member of the McAllen Chamber of Commerce
Greeters, which he served on for many years. Until a bad back kept him from
playing anymore, he could be found playing golf with his son and his pals at
McAllen Country Club almost every weekend. He loved hunting in the Davis
Mountains of West Texas for mule deer and here in South Texas for white-tail
deer, dove and quail. He only watched TV for the news, football or golf. He
loved building things, most recently rustic patio tables out of old cedar fences.
There wasn't much he couldn't fix which earned him the name 'HANDYMAN".
He believed if you were going to do something, make sure it was done right.
Otherwise, why do it at all?

A celebration of life will be held at First Christian Church in McAllen on
Saturday, May 8 at 11am. Visitation to follow in the fellowship hall afterwards.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks donations be made in Jerry's name to First
Christian Church McAllen.



Previous Events

A celebration of Life

MAY 8. 11:00 AM (CT)

First Christian church McAllen
1201 E. Fern
McAllen, TX 78501



Tribute Wall

Tonii. Just saw this and so very sorry for your loss of Jerry and also
Jennifer. | remember when | asked Jerry to make all the changes at
my house and | asked him what it would cost. He said “| have no
idea until | start it but whatever it is it will be fair” we shook hands
and that was it! It was fair and wonderful workmanship! Sherry

Sherry McFarlane Smith - January 19 at 08:27 AM

Jerry Lynn Leadbetter

October 08, 2023 at 09:43 PM

Jerry Lynn Leadbetter

November 29, 2022 at 06:40 AM



Dear Toni, Jared, and Family,

On behalf of my brothers, Aziz, Slaimen, and I; we wish to express
our condolences and prayers to you and your family.

We thought Jerry Ledbetter to be a man of Wisdom, Integrity, and
having a Strong Grit in handling business matters. He was always
Creative in whatever adventure he was stirred to participate in.
Jerry's Gifts were many in the Business and Financial World.

To read his "obit" is to read a Life WELL Lived ~ Enjoying his
careers, his family, as well as, "Happiness with Gusto".

Yet, his most outstanding participation was leading others to Christ
and fulfilling God's
purpose -- through his Ministry at " FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH."

Jerry's Life of Doing God's Work will be an inspiration to many who
knew him in our Community,

May His Soul Rest in Peace: In God's Spiritual Realm...

and May His Life Lessons be a Blessing for all who share fond
memories of

of knowing the Gifts of Jerry Ledbetter.

Nashla Showery - May 06, 2021 at 01:43 PM



Toni and Jared,

So sorry for the loss of Jerry. | know he is free of pain now. He is
with Joann and Gene, and Aunt Rita and Uncle Bill. He will be
missed.

Sincerely,

Barbara and Wayne Leadbetter

Greensboro, NC

Albert W LEADBETTER - April 30, 2021 at 12:21 PM

Toni,

So sorry to hear of Jerry’s passing. | have very fond memories,
even though it’'s been awhile. He was always a gentleman & always
smiling. He & Don shared many fun times, as | know they’re now
enjoying together. You have our heartfelt condolences & pray you
have peace in knowing he’s gained his wings. God bless you, Jared
& family.

Sincerely,

Inez( Neumann) McBurnett & Ralph McBurnett

Laguna Vista, Tx

Inez (Neumann) McBurnett - April 29, 2021 at 01:54 PM

Miss my wonderful Father In Law! Until we 1
meet again in Heaven. Sleep with the Angels

JERRY! I '

Chris Flores Leadbetter - April 29, 2021 at 10:20 AM



Jerry was an inspiring man...he lifted people up, encouraging others
around him...thank You Lord for his life here on this world, and that |
got to meet him...

Doug - April 29, 2021 at 09:11 AM



